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It is such an incredible moment for Colombia and the world.  For the 
first time in decades, after past failed and frustrated negotiations, in 
2016, we may see an end to the armed conflict that has challenged 
Colombia for so many years.  At the same time, after years of difficult 
and fruitless negotiations, frustration and failures, 195 countries 

adopted a universal, binding agreement to confront the greatest challenge of 
our time, climate change. We are closing 2015 with a great sense of satisfaction, 
achievement and hope, a commitment to confront global climate change and 
attain a more peaceful future. The two are inextricably linked. 

This Global Pact recognizes that global temperatures must not exceed 2ºC, and 
that we should do all possible to keep them below 1.5ºC. For the first time, a central 
element of the climate agreement is a recognition of the critical role that forests 
play in mitigating its effects of climate change and enabling effective strategies 
for adaptation.  New voices emerged as well, acknowledging the importance of 
protected areas as nature based solutions to face climate change and resilience 
building, especially in key biomes such as the Amazon. Many countries included 
protected areas in their UNFCCC commitments (INDC´s), and PA´s are being 
seen as an important strategy to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG´s) related to climate change.

Colombia made important commitments in COP21 to reduce forest loss and 
increase protected areas that received significant support from the governments 
of the UK, Norway and Germany. This commitment to reduce deforestation is 
also a commitment to peace. In 90% of municipalities prioritized for post conflict 
investment, some form of conservation (protected area) or regulated use status 
exists. This represents a huge opportunity for Colombia, and calls for a new 
development paradigm, where nature and its conservation are at the heart of 
development, valuing the provision of critical ecosystem services such as water to 
meet the needs of people and production.

To achieve these ambitious goals, we will continue to need decided action in 
Colombia. Without strengthened and more effective territorial planning and 
governance, the end of the armed conflict could unleash significant transformation 
of natural ecosystems. For example, mining interests span the length and width 
of the Colombian territory and mining title applications made during 2000-2010 
reached 59% of the national territory. Mining development at this scale together 
with associated infrastructure is incompatible with forest conservation.

And we need greater ambitions globally. The emission gap is still too great. Even 
if all existing national commitments are achieved, we will exceed the 2ºC mark 
and potentially reach temperature increases of up to 3ºC, devastating for people 
and nature.  We need to insist on bringing countries back before 2020 to increase 
pledges to meet the needed targets to keep temperatures below 2ºC at a minimum.  

So we close the year, motivated and energized by the possibilities but humbled 
by the scale of the challenges that remain. In Colombia, the time has come to 
integrate these two historical processes:  the global climate accord and peace 
agreement where the protection and management of forests and protected areas 
is central to both. 

New climate   
agreement, vital for peace

INTRODUCTION MARY LOU
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In the suburbs of Paris between November 30 and December 12, Le Bourget became 
a city within a city that worked at the frenetic pace of the negotiations of the Climate 
Change Summit (COP21). Five envoys from WWF Colombia traveled to join the WWF 
delegation amongst the multitudes in this gigantic space of 180,000 square meters.

For WWF Colombia, this was the culmination of nearly two years of work, along 
with the Latin American (LAC) team and the WWF initiatives. The focus was on 
forest protection, defending the role of protected areas in tackling climate change, 
promoting renewable energy and adaptation to global warming. WWF developed a 
regional agenda, led initiatives with communities, institutions and the private sector, 
and engaged in dialogue with the Colombian government and other LAC countries.

At first, the task seemed daunting. How could a few voices possibly be heard among 
the ocean of politicians, delegates and experts? Could the world change course and 
make decisions that can change everything from the economy to the state? Doubts 
quickly gave way to team work with endless days and an exhausting routine: six hours 
of sleep in the hotel, metro to Le Bourget and 18 hours locked up in the convention 
center.

But the pace and intensity was unimportant. There was a particular energy in Paris, a 
contagious optimism, a willingness to act with the certainty that it was “now or never” 
to prevent a catastrophic future. And while many of the negotiation spaces were closed, 
WWF worked the crowd, building bridges with government delegates, participating in 
side events and meeting with key actors of the Summit. Colombian’s envoys provided 
their expertise and sought to put WWF’s mission on the agenda.

And finally, on December 12, around 19:26 local time, 195 countries presented an 
agreement. This deal will aim to put an end to global climate change by keeping the 
global average temperature “well below” two degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels, 
through country commitments to reduce their emissions, including incorporating a 
maximum rise of 1.5 degrees. While the pact has aspects that must be strengthened, it 
is historic to have reached a consensus with so many shared interests.

As one of the envoys of WWF Colombia in Paris puts it: “During the COP21 a moment 
was created that will be very difficult to repeat, a great mobilization of governments, 
cities, companies and academia. Now the task is at home, where we have to accompany 
the government and institutions to strengthen and accelerate the implementation of 
the commitments.”

Our COP21, by WWF Colombia
Editorial
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A victory for forests
More than half of Colombia is covered with forests. And therein lies the past, present and 
future of the country. That became clear at the Climate Change Summit (COP21) where 
WWF Colombia managed to position the agenda of forests and protected areas as a key to 
tackle climate change. The office accompanied one of Colombia’s great achievements in 
the Summit: the signing of a memorandum of understanding to support and finance the 
National Parks System. The decision included the proposal to establish and consolidate 
3.5 million hectares of new protected areas. In Paris, President Juan Manuel Santos 
also launched the Sustainable Colombia Fund which will have 1,900 million dollars to 
finance actions aimed at protecting forests, its biodiversity and promote sustainable 
rural development and combat climate change.

 
Another triumph for forests was the announcement of Norway, the United Kingdom 
and Germany to donate 300 million dollars to Colombia to finance projects that 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions produced by deforestation and forest degradation. 
The aim is to contribute to the Amazon Vision 2020 and the national goal of reducing 
deforestation. These are great victories for issues that WWF Colombia has advocated 
for years.Otro triunfo para los bosques fue el anuncio de Noruega, el Reino Unido y 
Alemania de donar 300 millones de dólares a Colombia para financiar proyectos que 
reduzcan las emisiones de gases efecto invernadero que produce la deforestación y la 
degradación de los bosques. El objetivo es contribuir a la Visión Amazonía en 2020 y a 
la meta nacional de reducción de la deforestación. Estas son grandes victorias en temas 
que WWF Colombia viene defendiendo desde hace años.

FORESTS
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The time has come for WWF

LHP

More than 1,600 mentions in print, on radio, television and the Internet. Nearly 
4,377,000 posts on Twitter and Facebook. Website traffic increased by 58%. With the 
2015 Earth Hour campaign, WWF Colombia set records and extended an event which 
traditionally lasts only 60 minutes to a whole month of activities. 
 
With the proposal “Use your energy to give to the planet” WWF put more than 20,000 
Colombians to work on 29 March 2015 in various sport activities. Throughout the 
month sustainable practices were promoted for Colombians to adopt more responsible 
habits with respect to the environment. And furthermore, during Earth Hour, energy 
consumption decreased by 7%.

Ambassadors such as Claudia Bahamón, actor Maurho Jimenez, the Olympic medalist 
Mariana Pajón, the band Aterciopelados and the Environment Minister Gabriel Vallejo, 
among others, were also linked to the event.
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Partners for water 
Without water, there is nothing. This evidence is also becoming a slogan for many 
companies, who have understood that our most precious of resources calls for strong 
actions today to avoid unmanageable costs in the near future. Worldwide, 500 
companies joined to reorganize their business model around water and to reduce their 
water footprint. In Colombia, 15 are part of this alliance and in 2015 WWF had notable 
progress with two of them.

In the Nare river basin in eastern Antioquia, the organization accompanies EPM 
and ISAGEN, two utilities companies that bring water and electricity to millions of 
Colombians. In 2015 these companies made great progress with water governance, 
seeking responsible management of the resource. In the region, WWF has been working 
on the Dialogues for Water Stewardship to promote a space to foster collective and 
collaborative management of the resource. There, entrepreneurs, peasant leaders and 
government institutions came together to identify conflicts, promote solutions and 
articulate their efforts to reach agreements around water that will benefit everyone.

This needs to become a nationwide effort.  Thus, BIBO, El Espectador newspaper, 
ISAGEN, People and Planet and WWF launched in 2015 the Water Meetings in 
Colombian regions and nationally, to promote a debate of the issues and opportunities 
for solutions. The fact is that, with climate change, there is a huge uncertainty about 
what will happen to water. The mountains and the paramos suffer, rainfall is disrupted. 
So it is more necessary than ever to make long-term plans to reduce the risk to water 
consumers and producers.

WATER
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The Amazon is the future 
The situation in the Amazon is paradoxical. It is the world’s largest forest, one of 
the lungs of the planet and a key site for tackling climate change. At the same time, 
deforestation of the forest releases millions of tons of greenhouse gases into the 
atmosphere. Therefore, as was made clear in the COP21, it is urgent to act now to stop 
forest conversion and for the region to adapt to climate change.
 
In Putumayo, WWF has been leading this work for years and in 2015 further progress 
was made. In 11 municipalities of this Amazon region department, climate change 
adaptation strategies were integrated into their government plans. WWF worked with 
decision makers such as mayors and governors on the impacts of climate change. 
Ranchers across the region were brought together to reduce their impact on biodiversity, 
deforestation and for them to adopt a climate-smart planning and management actions.

The fact is that the environment in Putumayo faces a difficult situation. Putumayo 
Department has the third highest deforestation rate in the Colombian Amazon, 
something that is destroying biological corridors connecting the Amazon and the Andes. 
This project is part of the Northern Amazon Program, which covers 64 million hectares 
of forests of Colombia and Ecuador, through the Andean foothills and the transition to 
the Orinoco basin. It receives financial support from WWF in the UK, the Netherlands 
and Germany.

AMAZON
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Against deforestation 
in the Panamanian Darién
In Panama, WWF also has an active presence. In 2015, major steps were taken to protect 
the forests of the Isthmus. WWF installed the Bureau of Forestry Dialogue to impro-
ve the management of the forests of Darién and reduce illegal logging. Together with 
government, communities, businesses and academia, we have aimed to identify joint 
solutions to deforestation. These meetings brought concrete results with the signing of 
three ministerial resolutions establishing new rules for logging. Also, elements were in-
corporated into the new Forestry Law that is currently being drafted.

The Panama office also organized the Third Meeting of Responsible Forestry Business 
of Panama, which brought together 33 companies from Panama, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Chile, Bolivia and Sweden, and ended with almost 600,000 dollars in forest 
products traded.

These developments are momentous, as more than 40% of Panama is covered with fo-
rests and some of these, such as the jungles of the Darién, are among the most biodiverse 
on the planet. However, each year more than 20,000 hectares are deforested, partly 
because of the illegal timber trade. A serious problem that increases greenhouse gas 
emission and affects the ability to mitigate climate change.

AGAINST DEFORESTATION
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CLIMATE CHANGE

Climate change and peace
The future of Colombia is in its protected areas. They are essential for addressing climate 
change and constitute a critical space to build a lasting peace. In the country, there 
is some form of protection in 90% of the municipalities prioritized for post conflict 
investments and 30% of National Parks of Colombia are strategic conflict zones. In 
addition, 37 of the 59 parks face challenges with the use, occupation and possession of 
land, a problem that fuels conflict and illegal economies, which has huge implications 
for conservation.

In 2015, WWF strengthened its work in the National Parks of Colombia to defuse 
conflicts over land in these protected areas. WWF led meetings, urged dialogue, 
achieved agreements, empowered communities and most importantly, created trust 
between the parties. These important achievements were won with the creation of 14 
local roundtables, covering much of the National System of Protected Areas. It is a 
crucial part of a post conflict strategy, as the FARC guerilla and the government could 
reach a definitive peace deal in 2016.

Following the line of fighting global warming and preparing for the post-conflict period, 
in 2015, the “local sustainable development in environmentally important areas affected 
by the internal conflict” program was launched, with an investment of the European 
Union of 21.5 million euros in forest areas; WWF Colombia with WWF Germany helped 
to structure this cooperation. This strategy culminated in several momentous decisions 
for Colombia in the COP21 in Paris, where lines of action pursued by WWF on issues of 
forests, protected areas and climate change mitigation were the protagonists.
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WWF feels the pulse of the Orinoco
The Orinoco River marks the border between Colombia and Venezuela along 250 
kilometers. But for WWF Colombia it constitutes much more. For this reason WWF 
began in 2015, with the help of WWF US and the University of Maryland, a pioneering 
initiative was initiated with the aim of developing an approach that can be replicated in 
rivers around the world. This year, we led the construction of a set of indicators for the 
Bita, Meta and Guaviare rivers, to assess the health of these river basins and produce 
scientific information that will contribute to their conservation.
 
These figures will be the input to mobilize farmers, institutions and communities 
throughout the region around the rivers. From the design of the indicators, WWF has 
convened nearly 60 organizations that will participate in the evaluation of the values of 
and threats to the Orinoco basin and will propose crucial actions to influence decision 
makers with the publication of the results in 2016. 

ORINOCO
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The future and beyond
Undoubtedly, 2015 will remain in the memories as a key year for the planet. In June 
in Ethiopia, 193 countries reached a historic agreement on the Agenda for Development 
Financing. In September in New York the world adopted the new global development 
path, Agenda 2030, and its Sustainable Development Goals. And in December in Paris, 
finally an agreement on climate change was reached.

WWF Colombia was an active participant in the processes that led to these transcendental 
decisions. With the SDGs, the office designed strategies to influence national decision 
makers and to create a dialogue. In New York, WWF Colombia represented Latin America 
in the international team of the organization and emphasized the environment in the UN 
negotiations, suggesting recommendations to the texts and ensuring that the environmental 
dimension would not lose its strength. WWF Colombia was also present in the group that 
created the network to monitor the process and was chosen by the UN to represent WWF 
in a dialogue with civil society.

In the end, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals set concrete objectives to eradicate 
poverty, combat inequality and injustice, and tackle climate change. Each goal has a strong 
environmental component. These global goals come none too soon when we consider, as 
revealed by the Living Planet report, that humankind consumes annually 1.5 planets to 
meet its needs. The challenge now is to ensure implementation in Colombia, who was one 
of the leaders on the issue.

FUTURE
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